Commentary

Pope called 'this long disease my life'. (Epistle to Arbuthnot)
Lines 61-2. A murderer who suffered from an incurable cancer.
Dr. Warburton has scored a bulls-eye without knowing it.
Harry believes he is a murderer (of his wife) and that
he is suffering from a cancer (of guilt) that has attacked
him. He goes on to say (lines 65-9) 'Cancer is here' (i.e.
in one's own body) present. 'Murder was there' (i.e. has
happened in some other place, an act in the past, outside
oneself).
Line 68. Murder a reversal of sleep and waking

Harry is suggesting that a murderer can't believe he
really committed a murder; it is more like something he
has done in a dream; compare Sweeney Agonistes:

He didn't know if he was alive and the girl was dead
He didn't know if the girl was alive and he was dead
He didn't know if they both were alive or both were
dead.

Line 74. The past unredeemable

See Introduction, page 55. The idea of the Redemption
as understood by Christians seems never to have reached
Harry; presumably he had no religious education at
Wishwood. Eliot's understanding of it was first declared
in The Rock. (See Introduction, p. 20.) It is linked with
his view of Time and Eternity as expressed in Burnt
Norton I, 4-5; it finds partial expression in the paradox
spoken by the Chorus a few lines later:
Line 95. And the past is about to happen, and the future was
long since settled.

See note on II. i. 13, p. 208.

Lines 96-98. And the wings of the future darken the past, the
beak and claws have desecrated history. Shamed the first cry
in the bedroom, the noise in the nursery

The sins that will be committed because of our fallen
nature deepen our past guilt and have made human
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